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lofomant advised that suVJoct vas bead 
of League of National Siudents of Hcnwnlan 
Iron Guard from Oct* 19^0 to Jan. 1941* 
Subject reported prcminent steoiber of 
terroristic faction In Rumanian Iron Guard. 
Judge GKIM, U,S«X).C«, Ihlladolphia, Issued 
Injunction on 4-25-52 restraining the 
consecration ax>d ordination of subject as 
Bishop of Rumanian Orthodox Church of Amer- 
ica. TRiFA consecrated Bishop on 4-27-52 
In Philadelphia. Subject cited for criminal 
contempt of court on 4-30-52, by Judge C2CIM. 
Pending litigation in U.S.B.C., Cleveland, 
concerning Rumanian Orthodox episcopate 
versus TR3FA ©t al. TRIFA presently re- 
siding 6901 Detroit Avenue, Cleveland, 0. 

- P - 

The title In this case Is being changed to 
reflect the additional alias Bishop Valerian 
since the subject 1s. known by this name 
since Ms consecration as Bishop on April 

27, 1952. 

Confidential Informant T-1, o^inowa relia- 
bility, advised on April 4, 19^ that during 
the period of October, 1940 to January 21, 
1941, the party In pover In Rumania vas 
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the Garda 2>e Ter (Xron Guard) or camonly referred to aa the Guardlat. 
This group vas headed by azid vaa ocaposed of three parts 

as foUcvst 



!• 



2 . 



Jhe Profaselonal or Xntelilgentela, called In Buvola 
^fiasletl", heeded by VU-XA012fBKI« 



Students or league of National (or Christian) Students/ 
headed by VICREt Wm* 



3. Worker or Working Body, he aded by JBEHcTfilOZA (not Identical 

vlth the preoent prenler, H5CTJ ^ 

l■•lwlBl^Mlptoforlnaa^ advlsod thatJijnXMrato and SIMA soon be^ auarrel- 
Ing and this finally resulted In the rerolutlon In Rumania on January ^ - 
21| 1941* T-1 stated that the quarrel betveen ANTONS3C0 end SlMd resulted 

In the lasuanoe of b manifest by V10R2I* TBXFX on January 19th or 20th, 

1941. This tsarlfdst vas an attack against Xxsgland^ the Jews and the 
Antoneacu Goverxatent. The TRIFA Manifest vas widely distributed and 
.there followed a revolution on January 21, 1941. ANTCJKasctJ, backed by 
the German Army, von out and retained power In Rumania. T-1 said that 
THIFA fled the oountry. 



T-1 also stated that d^nrlng the Octoberi 1940 to January 21, 
j'l 1941 period, TBIFA appeared in the Iron Guard unlfom with 6JKA* 

,ds of the opinion that pictures of IRI7A In tbs Xron Guard unlfom 
should exist. 

I-l also stated that TRIFA sou^t refuge In. Italy either 
through use of a false passport or where he obtained a false passport. 
This passport 2^ have been Albanian. T-1 stated that TBIFA did not 
use his own name, but used an alias during this time. 

Confidential Informant T-2, another Goverment Agency which 
cc^ucts security type Investigations, advised on December 18, 1951 
that VIQRBIL TRIFA was a leading Iron Ouardlst In Rumania and Is 
reported to have been a prcolnent member of the Terroristic Faction 
within that organization. T-2 also advised that there are Indica- 
tions that the subject Is still Involved In Internal Iron Guard 
Bolltlca and that his candidacy for Bishop in the Ohited States has 
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been jfoatered by the Iron Guard operating In Its oXandestlne state* 

T*2 also advised that the subject vas president of the National 
Union of XKasanlan Christian Students In Chlslxuiu^ Butnanla^ an organs 
Itatlon of the Iron Guard vhlle this group vaa still In povar* 

Xnfoxnatlon from various sources Indicate that the subject 
participated In large scale nasaacro of Jeva and Masons In Rumania 
during that period, notably the burning and looting of the IXideatl 
and Vacarestl sections of Bucharest In 1^1* 

T*2 also advlsod that a report of a speech made by the sub* 

Ject on January 19, 19^1 before a group of university students appeared 
In the January 21flt issue of the Rumanian nevepaper, *'ltalversiil*** 
According to the article, the subject appeared In hla role of president 
of the National Ihilon of Rumanian Christian Students and the meeting 
opened vlth the singing of varloiis Legionnaire (Iron Guard) songs, 
after vhlch IRIFA made his speech* In the beginning of his speech, 

TEIFA points to an alleged ‘’Engllsh-JUdec-Mascnlc Coablnatlon for the 
Con<^ueat of Nations**. THIFA then goes on to state: **In Italy a man 

has brought up a youth, the youth has grown up to be a movement, eo3d 
the moves&ent has created an en^ii'e , * • * *elnd this youth of the duce soon 
rocelvod a friendly hand from across the Alps, National Soolallat 
Germany had arrived. A painter vlth his healthy spirit Is raised 
to confront Judaism and Mansc&y IVcm London* Ihus has appeared the 

Idea of race In the nev Buropean ccflnntmlty, oach participates 

according to hla pover Because of the Legionnaire Movement, 

Rumania la part of the new system 

Confidential Informant T-3, vbo la considered reliable by 
T-4, another Governmental Agency, advised on February 6, 1952 that 
the subject was elected Archblshop''of the Rumanian Orthodox Church 
in the United Sltatee In t^uly, 195^, the election taking place In the 
United States. T-3 stated that at that thna the subject had not yet 
been Installed since the installation had been postponed from time 
to time. 

T*3 made available a letter received on December 11, 1951 
from T-5> of unlcnovn reliability, but who supposedly knew the subject 
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vhlle the subject was In BioBanla. T-5 stated In his letter that he 
had heard that a new Bishop named VIQREX 1!HIFA hod been elected. 

T*? described VIOREL IRIFA as a Legionnaire Beast (Iron Guardlst) 
and the one vho Instigated the Januar 7 > 1941 rebellion. 

stated that the subject came to the United States about 
two and one half years ago as a displaced person and It Is T-3*s 
belief that In vlerv of TRIFA'S veil known political Ideology aid antl- 
e^ltlsm that disclosure of TRXFA'8 presence In the United States 
would cause possible political repercussions. 

T-6^ of unknown reliability, but who la In the position 
to give valuable infonoatlon concerning the subject, advised T*4 on 
April 6, 19^2 that the group backing THIFA for consecration to the 
Bishopric of the Bujnanlon Orthodox Church first wont to the Greek 
Archbl sh^^WCCHASL In New York City to seek Greek support for the 
consecration of IRIFA. 1-6 stated that Archbishop HXCHAZL refused 
his support and referred MCFA to the Russian Church. T-6 believed 
that the real reason for the Greek refusal was that they could not 
afford to antagonize the patriarch of Moscow. 

further advised that the TRIFA group reqiuestod support 
frccn the Syrian Chui^ch, but this church refused to becoa&s Involved 
In the matter. 

further stated that the IHXFA Group then vent to 
KETROBQLXT/VI^^ of the Russian Church and presented this questlc^ 
to his Council of Blshopa. The council agreed to assist at the 
consecration provided that TRIFA after hla ordination would become 
a Bishop within the Council of Bishops within the Ruoslon Church 
and that theAfioenlaa Church would pay a certain exnount of money to 
the Russian Church and also sutmlt a report of their activities 
every six months to the Russian Church* T-6 said that tliese con-. 
dltions becsine known to Bishop Moldovan's Group vho notified 
Patriarch JUSTBIIAH in Rumania, vho In turn notified ATJgEI In 
Moscow, t- 6 said that ALEXEI protested to LEONTI and everything 
was cancelled. T-6 said that the TRIFA Group then wont to Ukrainian 
Metropolitan Theodorovlch of Cynwyd, a suburb of Philadelphia. 
TEEQDOROVXCH presented the question of consecration to his consistory 
and they agreed to assist at the consecration. 
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7*6 stated that 7RIFA had nerer been ordained bvt poaaeeeed 
the 3)egree of Boctor of Theolog7* 7-6 said that TR3CFA must first bo 
oardalned a subdeacon, then a deacon, then a priest and finally beccxna 
an archimandrite* 7-6 further stated that the date of consecration 
Vaa to be on April 27, 1952. 

The April 22, 1952 issue of the Bumanlan language zwspapar, 
**ihaerlca'*, vhlch Is published In Cleveland, Ohio, contained an article 
entitled, "The Consecration of IHieologlan VIOREL TKDPA Into Bishop". 
This article announced that the subject vas to be consecrated to Bishop 
cax Saturday, April 26, 1952- The article also reflected that the con- 
secration oeremony was to bo performed by the Ukrainian Ketropolitan 
XQAN assisted by a group of Bishops and vas to be held In the Btsnanlan 
Orthodox Church, Descent of the Holy C^ost, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

T-7, of known reliability, advised on April 25, 1952 that 
Judge (SOK, United States District Court, Philadelphia, Ponnaylvonla, 

. Issued an Injunctim on April 25, 1952 ordering VIOtREL 7RIPA, lOAH 
^^TEcnSA, MetropollteulsIOAN and others to req-twln from conducting the 
consecration and ordination of tho subject as Bishop of the Bucoanlan 
Orthodox Spiscopate of America on April 26th and 27th, 1952 In Phila- 
delphia. 



T-7 further advised on April 26, 1952 that the United States 
Marshal served the Injunction but tho Btananlan, Orthodox Church officials 
stated that they were going through with the ordlnatlm of TRIFA since 
that service was. not go*od becaxiso tho Plaintiff Ain)RKr*M(JUX)VAIf failed 
to put up bond. 

The Phlladelphic^ Pennsylvania newspaper on April 29, 1952 
carried the story that Bishop TRUA had beon Installed despite Poderal 
Court ban. The article furthex* states that Jhdge GRIM Issued an order 
restraining the ordination of TRIPA on a petition from Bishop AWDHSI 
MOLDOVAN of Detroit, Michigan. The article also reflected that a 
court hearing was scheduled for April 30, 1952, 

Tho April 30, 1952 Issue of the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin 
reflects that United States District Court Judge GRIM cited VIOHEL TRIPA 
of the Rumanian Orthodox Episcopate of America for criminal contempt of 
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court. !I3ia aloo cited others and the article states that the 

jud^ gave the defendants ten da^rs to answer the citation. 

The May 4, 1952 issue of the ”Solla”, a Buoanlan language 
nevapapor published in Cleveland, Ohio, carried an article vhioh 
reflected that on Sunday, April 27, 1952, in the Rumanian Orthodox 
Church of the Descent of the Holy Qiost in Ihlladelphia, the Reverend 
Arohinondrlto TIOREX TRXFA vas consecrated into Bishop and viU hence- 
forth be hnovn as Bishop VAZBSRIAN. 

T-8, of known rellahlllty, advised in Juno, 1951 that the 
case of ths jRumanian Orthodox Missionary Episcopate of America through 
his (brace Bishop ANDREI H0QLDO7AK vs. VXQRED TRIFA, 10AN*TR0TZA and 
others was filed in the Federal District Court, Cleveland, Ohio on 
Deceober 19, 1950- This suit was for the purpose of obtaining con- 
trol of church funds and properties and the church newspaper, ”SoIia**« 

T-9, of known reliability, advised on June 9, 1952 that the 
pending litigation of the lav suit brou^t ty M0Q1JX)7AN In the United 
States District Court, Cleveland, Ohio will have its final hearing 
on the merits of the case on June 29, 1952. T-9 further advised that 

the hearing will be before Jbdge StERICH B« FREED of the United States 
District Court, Cleveland, Ohio. T-9 also advised that there was a 
c<»Qference between attorneys of both sides and Judge J«' MKKD on June 3, 
1952 and the attorneys related to the Judge that they hope that the 
case would be decided soon, bocauae the MOLDOVAN faction we.a going to 
hold a Congress and Election of Church Officials at the Yatra, (brass 
Lake, Michigan on July 4th, 5th and 6th, 1952. T-9 also stated that 

the attorneys said that the Antl-MOLDOVAN faction led by VIQREX TRIPA 
and IQAN TRUTZA are also planzd.ng to hold a Congress and Election at 
the Yatra on the same dates as mentioned above. Qha attorneys believe 
that if both factions hold their Congress at the same time theire mifdit 
possibly be a great deal of trouble. 

I 

T-8 advised on June 20, I 952 that VIOREL TRIFA is presently I 
residing at 69 OI Detroit Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. T-8 said that the | 
subject since his consecration as Bishop in April, 1952 is also known ; 
as Bishop YALCRIAN. T-8 said that the subject will bo installed as 
Bishop of the Rtnaanlan (Orthodox Episcopate on July 4th at the Yatra, i 
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OraBB I«lC3, Michigan. T-8 ia of thaf* 

trouble hetwoen tho TRIFA faction and the MOLDOVAN faction during 

this Ccajgrsss at the Vatra. 
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